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The grace of God that bringeth ſalvatiom, hah appear- 
ed to all men}; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, an 
«worldly lufts, <ve rr. live foberly, Wb a 
godly in this preſent wworld 


LL, faving made ig ts e theatre 
ek The belief of them, attended with a 
e practice, makes us Chriſtians, and inheritore 


ate kingdom of heaven, The wiſeſt man upon 


earth kn 2272 
B 8 + 


to kno 


na porn ans; 1180 2 wiati.od? 

fo you ee ep — | 
„ S 28 

and unlearngd, or thay yowhaveotherbuſines to mind. 


Great is the worth! ef vous Wuls guest is 8 


ger, and great is the love.of God in ſhewingiyou how 
to. eſeape it, Think what you. will, ſabtation is the 
done thing needful.”” Nothing ſhould be- pteferreik 
before, it; 3 negd binder it ; nothing, wende, 
if your eyes were opened. You would: then ſdareh 
the ſcripture daily, and pray over it, and er out from 
the. bottom of a careful heart, © Lord, help me! 
You would bleſs W putting ſuch a light into 


(4) 
your hands, to guide through the darkneſs of 
bh mortal — 1 EA that precious bock, 
you could not help diſcovering many truths of the 
greateſt moment to your preſent and everlaſting hap- 

ineſs. You would know that we are fallen from the 
— ſtate in which we were created; that fin is the 
ruin of mankind ; that we are under a ſentence of 
death for it; and muſt die eternally, if the curſe of it 
is not removed from us. You would learn, to your 
be comfort, that God has found out a way to de- 

ver us, by ſending his only- Son * to re- 
concile the world unto himſelf; who hath purged 
our ſins with his oum blood, purchaſed heaven for us, 
and will make us fit * 2 be convinced, 
that we muſt accept the grace mercy which is 
offered us, by a true penitent heart and . faith; 
become new creatures, and live to Gd in all holy obe- 
dience. I ſay, if you were diligent readers of ſcrip- 
ture, there would ſoon be an end of all your idle com- 
plaints, and it would infallibly anſwer the end for 
which it was given, « to make you wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion,“ 2 Tim. iii. 15. You would not only get all 
neceſſary inſtruction from ĩt, but find it to be a power- 
ful call to you, to come out of your dead ſtate; and 
the Holy Spirit, ſpeaking in, and by it, would open 


underſtandings, and ſet it home upon your hearts. 
ey would burn within you; to think what God has 
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nd ſlight the information it brings them from God, 


in points of the greateſt conſequence. » 
— whether men will hear it, or not, there i is 


but one way of ſalvation for all, rich and poor; and 
no meanneſs of condition, no- cares of this world, no 


buſineſs, how great ſoever, will excuſe any from know- 
ing what they might, and will not know. They would 


ay thing g but ion. They can find time for any. 
thing but their { „ 
ſor them every day the time which God 
has, in merey, a for {% buſineſs of their fal- 


ably from 
for that purpoſe all their lives. 


niruftions, to be well grounded in its peculiar, ſavin 
lottrines; to ſtore up its rich variety: of precepts 1 
and examples in our memories, to have our heads 
furniſhed, and our hearts warmed with it; it is worth 


be ſum and ſubſtance of it, is many times contained 
n one ſingle ſentence. I do not take notice of this to 


bible your conſtant employment; 
1 Le be tft winhngs excuſe, if you have not a 


ompetent 23 of ſaving truth. And that, be- 
uſe it hath pleaſed- God, Fa condefoen®ite: to-the 


aces to bring the whole of it into ſo ſmall a com- 
ub that it may be ſoon underſtood, and eafily re- 
embered, We have 3 in Eph. ii 

© By grace are ye ſaved, through faith: and that | 
it of Tony it ts the gift of God,” &c, We have 


A3 another 


ake i il to be reproached with want of capacity in 


* might ſpare ſome 


vation, on can ſquander away idly and unprofit- 
abbath to Sabbath; and except coming 
v church now and then, hardly ever redeem one day. 


But beſides that it is our — Jveyy * great 
ntereſt, to read all ſeripture, to neglect none of its 


ale to obſerve, that the great deſign of the whole, 


eld you to an excuſe for not 8 the ſtudy of thne 
t to ſhew you 


eaneſt, and buſlets-pare of mankind, in many in- 
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another-now before us in the words of the text, «The 
grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared 
to all men; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luits; we ſhould live. ſobtrly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent, world,” Theſe, I fay, and 
many 12 like words, are eaſy, and eafily reme. 
bered, but favingly applied by few. The voice of 
| in his word meets with a ſtubborn oppoſition 
i.the human heart. There is ſin to be acknow- 
ledged, pride to be humbled, and prejudice to be re. 
moved, This makes it hard for the doctrine of di. 
vine grace, ſweet and pleafant as it is, to enter into 
our fouls, | Corruption has got poſſeſſion of us, and 
ſticks cloſe to us, and we ate ſo much in love with it, 
that we had rather run all hazards than be divorced 
from it. Though we are fick of a deadly diſtemper, 
yet alas! we hug it in our boſoms, and chuſe to pe- 
rith with the remedy in our hands. 
O Lord God, take away this reproach from us. Be 
 Merciful unto vs, and work Galvation with the word of 
thy grace. Thou haſt remembered us in our lb 
eftate, when we laid weltring ia our blood, and nc 
eye pitied us. Thou couldſt give thy Son for us; 
and art always ready to give him to ns; but thy 
ardeſt work is to prepare us to receive him. Tate 
rom us all ignorance, and hardneſs of heart, af 
bring us home to thyſelf, aceording to the ten 
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of theſe words, which thou haſt delivered to us H 1270: 
thy . for our inſtruction in the way of rige knen 
ouſneſx : The grace of God that bringeth ſalvation = fr 

| hath appeared to all men z teaching us, that denyinghſſ ccf 

2 A | 8 vie. 
nghteoully, and godly in this preſent " Emee 
1 ſhall peak briefly to theſe four particulars as thei flves 

. 7 oC 


Rand in the erder of the tant. 


SKY 
hh rage e of God is. 
That it brin vation. 8 
| — 1 Sen 
t it teacheth us to deny oangodly 

luft: 5 and to live n hicouſly, and 
py this preſet world: rank ar 


I. 1 am to few what te 50 ape aN, 
what the word almoſt b gnifies in 
covenant of mercy world; in which 
he ente the BY: Grp of our fins, are ac 
cepted to 4 ftate of favour and u Inſt „and the joe 
bf eternal life, which is alſo call 10 tlle grace 
ber Lord Teſts Chet „ Cor. xvi. 23. becauſe it 
enmes through bim, ws purchdlet for us by him, aht 
3 to us ofily for his Gke, We were under 4 

ice of death by the tranſgreſſion of wy - 25 
tents; involved in Weir 9 — and 
heirs of that deprabity which they fell 5 
knmeful act of flfgbe ens. In Uns e 
we were ſirtrers ir thought, word, and , broke 
the law of God over and over 4 ar, kd lived only 
to multiply our tranſgreſſions 2 SN Our hearts 
lj Ae fred from h im, our "Fouls were forfeited to 

juſtice, and the curſe was in full force againſt us, 

i The foul that finneth, ſhall che,“ that is, die eter- , 
ry. And in this condition, we had neither the 
power, not che will, to help durſelves. We were 
gnor art of the dreadful datger df ont flate, did not 
know the wtath of God for itt, till It was tevealed to 
w from heaven, had ho fee tipoh bür thirds of the 
{cuffed nature, abd great evil of ft, 10 fefife to fbr- 
dee &, bor donght 6f the Heteity of IobKing'vht fer 
remedy, And Poe hal, a Nd In dur 
ſelves. No repentdtice, or future obedience, no act of 
lab le ** 
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faction to his law. And this he can, and does im- WW 


(8 } 
ſentence that was gone out againſt us, and reſtore us 
to his favour. He would ag ſuffer us to think ſo en © 
lightly of fin, as that of ourſelves we could merit a 
diſcharge from the guilt of it. He, who beſt knows Wl hen ( 
what it is, and what it deſerves, would take the mat. . de 
ter into his own hands, and deliver us from condem. e ha 
r 5 
my ſoul, may every true er ſay, he hasde. WE 10 
lvered thee, he ©: forgi 2 thee thy vaſt debt, he rered 
has made all his goodneſs paſs before thee. Chrit AI © 
poured out his ſoul unto 58 and ſhed. his bloog iP"! bi 
upon the croſs for our redemption... He fulfilled the Hure 
law, that we might have a perfect righteouſneſs to jrpoſ 
lead <A quay won. And God, = &.. appointed hin Wi" 
this. end, accepts What he did and ſuffered in our Irre © 

nature, as full payment to his juſtice, and full fatiſ- 


ute to all, who lay hold on the covenant he offers WF" 5" 
em, and — 4 members of Chriſt's body by | 
faith. This, O man, is the bleſſed goſpel of thy Þ nd kn 
peace; this is the mercy of thy God to thee ; this h Wi" 27 
eee WS OT this is grace, and 


II. This grace bringeth ſalvation. It is the willof ny 
801 for thy recovery, when thou waſt-utterly loſt and . bu 
undone in thyſelf ; it is the life of thy ſoul, and the tw 
reat foundation of thy hope, ab and love of 
Do not | miſtake thy title to falyation, by s, 
82 it upon any thing of thy own. Do not . ? 
miſunderſtand Apoſtle : When go ſays, „ the 
grace of God bringeth ſalvation, his meaning is, 
That nothing ele does. If you think you can 
ſet Rs ain of your own to the, divine mercy and. 
favour, God will not diſallow it, if you can make it 
good. But you have a fiery. trial to go throngh; and Bl 
& might well diſmay the, heart. of the beſt man 1 


ae 


upon 


4 4 
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pon earth to think he had nothing to truſt in but 
mſelf, and the perfection of his own righteouſneſs; 
when God entereth into j 
is dangerous ſtanding with God upon this point. 
e have fins 1 to be forgiven, we have a 
broken law to anſwer for, and are under condemna 
jon for it; we have death to conquer, hell to be de- 
vered from, and heaven to regain : And what then 


* =_ — — 2 —_— 


ud blot out the hand-writing that is againſt us? 
Ourſelves ? Our own works? Our . repentance, and 
purpoſes of amendment, our prayers and god 

Pezmings ? No; they can nevgs./ſtand before the 


ll they are waſhed in the blood of Chriſt, and, whats 
rer we pretend, we are unbelievers, if we make them 
ie ground of our confidence. ru 


pon it. But ãf you never were your on 
| es, or {aw yourſelves” undone without it, I will be 
od {od to fay you have not yet received it. You would 
e {po come to a phyfician, to be healed of a diſtemper 
nich you never felt. You cannot turn o 
. and live upon his mercy, as an alms, till you 
act ow your poverty, any more than you would ſay to 


im, © Lord, grant that I may receive my ſight, 
hen you know you never were blind. Till all is 
en from you, and you find of a truth, that you 


and Ide nothing to come to God with but fin and mi- 
en WF)» you wall certainly truſt in Ives, more or 


nan ti fulneſs | "0 | | ; | F 
pon 34 8 3 f 0 1 Ag $ID 2 Va | 


udgment with Rim.” Oh! 


ſtall advance us to a place in it, undo all that is paſt, 


ure eye of God, they are no better than defilement - 


St. 2 it 1s to be feared, man 
dn dee be: blindle to the world's end. The 
pride of their hearts lies full againſt it. It bring 
them low, and ſhews them to be vile indeed, and 
© therefore they cannot endure it. Surely, they think 
it ĩs not ſo bad with them; that they have ſome good 
nels of their on; can be their own ſaviours in part 
and that ail is not of grace. And when they can ſay ng 
ching elſe, they pretend that inſiſting fo much d 
ſalvation by grace 18a hindrance to good works, ani 
can have no other tendency than to lay men faſt a 
— Sd unwilling they are to underſtand thi 
truth of their caſe, and be taught the way of Got 
more :perfeQly. But the Apoſtle knew of no fuc 
Sales _ He abways rejects the charge with in 
And here, you fee, he mentions it as th 
17D and - peculiar excellence of this dee 
— E teacherb us to deny ungodlineſs, a 
worldly . luſts, and to live ſoberly, n ghteoully, anc 
ang in this preſent world. It —— fr 
to purpoſe, wherever it is truly received, as I hoj 
22. 2 
Len us act then caſt avay our own merciey or 
our own greateſt enemies, y rejeding what 
fers to: us, as our ſole from. ſm, and ſur 
title. to heaven. Poor ſoul, 41 
wearied with thy fin, this muſt be thy veſt. Loo 
unto me and he ſaved,“ Ia xbv. 22. 80 thon 
' eammanded by the Saviour Timfelf. I have it n 
charge to ſpeak this word ort co thee, and ti, 
hort thee to apply the grace of God to 
Gat forbid. that I I thou Id my peace, or na 
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felt thee do it for ſalvation. See thy wait df it, long 
ie it, embrace it gladly, make the grace of God in 
Chriſt thy confidence, and it will be the Nay of thy 
heart, and turn it to him in love. And I have this 
farther to fay t6 all; till you fly to this grace as your 
only refuge, you will never know peace; ny; pretend 
hat you will, you ate in darkneſs. You would be 
fved by your works, and yet ybu have nome. You 
have not one perfectly good deed to ſhew for yours 
ſelves in your Whole lives. We have all of us brokeff 
the commandririents of God; and too namy live ifi 
the eontinual open breach of one, or more of them. 
Conſeienee would ihfallibly make good this eharge x- 
günſt you, if you would ſuffer it & ſpeak. Aud 
where then is your obedience ; where ate yo works ; 
where is the fineerity ſo much talked of, and what 
vill beceme of you with all your proud boifting ? 
One good work there is; and ſo good, that it is called 
fie work of God, ix. * to believe en him whom he 
hath fent, John vi. 29. He requires it of us, wid 
vorkes ĩt i us; and without it, he will accept no other 
i our hands. It is this which lays hold upon the 
Face of God in Chrift, which alone cat ſave fro 
wrath, deliver from death, ahd reſtore ws to à ſtate of 
friendſhip with God. Bleſſed be his name, we are 
teltored to a ſtate of favout with lim whenever we 
hy hold n his abe by true faith." For, 

2. I maſt obſerve to you, for your farthygr inſttuc⸗ 
tn in this point, that when the" ApoMe ſays, * the 
face of God bringe tir falvation, his rfiething alſo ts 
that it bringeth it dot. This is the ark We Hen be⸗ 
lake ourſelves to; leſt we periſh witli tlie ünbelevi 
World. If you think of the mercy ef God, as ſoit! 
ing at a great diftance from you, and-thar t eb. 


* 


fits wholly in abſolving you ffom the gut of you? 
ity at hs. G rj ; voor a 2 * P * 


oſing 
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the call of God, and bring all our fins before him in 


made fit for heaven, before we die. The merey of 


yhe grace of ſalvation we want. We know this, and 


b to heaven without a change of our ſtate, My 


( 12 
loſing all the benefit of it. We muſt come in 


repentance, during our ſhort abode upon earth. The 
work of our recovery muſt take place in us, we muſt 
know a paſſi "g from death into life, by believing on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, enter upon a new. ſtate, and be 


God to us conſiſts in contriving a way for our reco- 
very from the condemnation we are under, and all 
within us muſt be moved to ſeek after it, If your 
bodies were ſick of a deadly diſtemper, you would 
think nothing comparatively. a mercy to them but a 
cure. No more can any thing be to our ſouls, ſo long 
as they continue in their natural, diſtempered ſtate. 


have ſome faint wiſhes for it, do ſome things to make 
our conſciences eaſy, and flatter ourſelves that we ſhall 
be partakers of it. But preſent ſalvation, turning us 
from darkneſs to R 
with God, and us new creatures in Chriſt 
eſus, we do not think £1 — On move 
heavily with us, and here we 
to 7 _ WP ape we — e comin 
of ſin, to | Baa grace; but do not chuſe to 
Ea | I t awakened. ſoul, 
„Try me, O 28 
beart; proye me, and examine my thoughts 
well if there be any way of wickedneſs in me, and 
ee verlaſting, Pfal. cxxxix. 23, ct y 
In a word, we would be faved without ſalvation, ern, 


CR oe be has grace, and — 
Chrift has healing for us, whenever we come to bini 
in faith, and longing to be healed. He would fan Nes 0 


every. one of us under his wings, y ea, take us 
— with himſelf; but if we keep oleh 


(: 19: } 


tom him now, we can never belong to him. If we 
intereſt in him in time, he will not own us im eternity. 


; * e 

III. I am: now to ſpeak a few words to the third 
head, viz. That the * grace of God, which bringeth 
falvation, hath appeared unto all men.“ Thatis, to men 
of all nations, as well as to the Jews, who were once 
the only church and people of God, and to whom par- 
"ur ticularly the promiſes. were made. Fox * the ſound 
uld of it is gone aut into all lands,” Pſal, xix. . and 


e 


t a « God would have all men to be ſaved, and to 


ng come unto the knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. 
ate. i. . All is now ready on God's part. Mercy in- 
and Wl vites us, and the of Paradiſe ſtand open to re- 
ake I ceive us; all, and every one of us. There is nei- 
ſhall I ther exception of any man, or of any number of ſins. 
g us Ke hear the call, and are willing to lay them doum 
ſtate WIN at the foot of the croſs, Chriſt has taken them up for 
hriſt us, and «© bore them in his. own body vn the tree, 
atter WIN 1 Pet. ii. 24. He hath redeemed us do ; God by 
begin I his blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
2 people, and nation, Rev. v. 9. And we may all be 
to 


amitted to bear a part in that triumphant ſong. of | 


; foul, praiſe, & Salvation to our God: which. ſitteth upon 
f my Ide throne, and to the lamb,“ vü. 10. If nun 


vere told that ſome one in the place or family where 


2, and {you live, was-utterly excluded, would. not every one 
x. 23» f you be in pain for - yourſelves, and. fa, with con- 
vation, Mrem, << » 1s it I? Am I that unhappy foul ;“ 

e. My {onfider then whether the grace of God: hath indeed 

ce, and Bppeared to you, and whether you have received it in 

to hun WWunility, and a deep ſenſe of your want of it. It 


es open to all in the Bible; hut to no puzpoſe, if 
t does not fink into our hearts. Vour caſe is a 
uch unhelped, as if there was not: one promiſe 


— a 
vw , N 
* * LG ——_ 
* 
ez 


Hall find one great reaſon of it in the 


the Bible, as a warning to us of che dan er of 3 


(14 } 


mere; nay, you are in a worſe coridition thin if Ching 
had never come into the world, by ſtanding out a. 
gainſt the gracious offer which God makes you by 
him, and ſlighting the mercy he ſo dearly purchaſed 
for you. Strive therefote for the-prize of your high 
calling; as much as if only one cbuld obtain it. When 
all may, Ol why will not you be of the number! 


| 
Why do you wilfully ſhat yourſelves out of heaven ? 
Why does ' the grace of God which hath —_— I 


to all men,” bring no ſalvation to you ? I 


d 

n 
IV. and laſt head of my difcourſs; & is boeauſe i U 
« teacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly er 
04 

a 


luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, tighteouſly, and godly in 


this preſent world.”* It is a lamentable conſideration, 
and a moſt evident proof of our corruption, that we his 
ſhould forſake the guidarice of God, to follow our own WI fac 
wills. We were made to be happy in 47s will, and Wi of 
can poſibly be happy in no other, and yet we are WI wit 
bent upon pleaſing ourſelves, in oppoſition to him, live 
apo 

I 


The firſt man fell by ſetting up hit on choice again 
the command of his Maker, and ſtands in the front of 


but inſtead of learning wiſdom from his ge, 
we act his folly over and over agitiny and are coriti 
nually plungi ourſelves into + ſave guilt of r. 
bellion. Let call, adviſe, threaten; ſay or do 
what he will, we are are-not to bs cntrouled. It i 
St. Paul's complaint, upon a review of the fate © 
mankind, that « they are all gone out of the wiy 
they are together become 2 — bene there is noni 
that doth hy no not one, it. 13. And 

need look no where elſe fot the 5 and of h. 
accuſation, but in that ſtubborn ipirit of diſbbedien 
eh Geaves 16 86, Our natuse and hdhCher 
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« to fulfil the deſites of the fleſh, and of the mind,“ 
Eph. it. 3. to be governed by our on fancies, ang 
carried away by our appetites; though, in ſo doings 
we deſtroy the peace of our minds, make God ou? 
enemy, expoſe ourſelves to various ſufferings and ea- 
lamities in this life, and treaſure up wrath againſt the 
next. For the will of God, ſooner or later, muſt take 
lace, either in our obedience or puniſhment ;- and if 
it is not done by usy muſt of all neceſſity be ſuffered. 

I know you deny all this, and think, in your owfi 
defence, that it is only man's charge againſt you, and 
not God's; that, ſurely, he ſees no ſuch ſin in you, as 
that of continual © to his will, open or ſe- 
eret; or that if he „ his nature will incline him to 
overlook it. But chen it is hecauſe you do not make 
a conſcience of trying yourſelves by the ſtrict rule of 
his commandments, Vou do not conſider them as a 
ſacred bond upon your fouls, nor make them the law 
of your inward parts. You never came to this point 
with God and yourſelves, that you were created td 
live only to his will, and muſt bring miſery and a curls 

It is true, you have heard that —— of God 
bringeth ſalvation; that he was in Chriſt, reconciling 
the world to himifelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes to 
em; 2 Cor. v. 1g. und chat * there is tow n 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 
rü. 1. It is the offt of your mini tors h pablithy 
and declare this to yon in his name. And I do it 
y 3 deſecching the Ood and Father of mereieb, 
you may put your ſouls under the blood of ſprinlæ- 
ling, be grounded und ſettled in his conan of peate, 
and refreſhed with a lively ſenſe of eneſs. But 
ww conſider what the defign of God wus, in this 
cn wonderful maniſt ſtation of his love to us. It Was fine 

at we might net for (ves um Ine, 40 th have — 
N 141 * , LF ; 


who ſhall deliver us from the: guilt, and pn et hea 
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been without it. And then, that we might be re. 


conciled to him in love and obedience, * for the 1 
great love wherewith he loved us.“ It was to open * 
our eyes upon the greatneſs and danger of our ſin, to 10 
bring us back again to the ſtate: from which we were . 
fallen, to reſtore our wills to their true bent, to fix us i 
in the love of holineſs, and recover our affections to bf 
ke whole Bible ve il. 
turns. two: t ts, the 
—— of ſin, econ peers — and 1 
2 ourſelves, and the. damnableneſs of n 
CE nome have known, if the ſcrip- 


dure had. not declared it to us. But when we-doknow . 


it, and how wretched: a condition we are in by it, feed 


What can reſtore us to. the favour of God, and 
foul to its. health? The: New — 
cular, is. all an anſwer to this: Chrift for us, and in 
55 Chriſt rag hewen ——— 
meritin ven for us, reparing us for 
it nr fulfilling > for +06. mare 
ing all — us. Not one withaut the other. 
We have full inſtruction, and our way hes plain before 
us in the text, if there was. not another in all ſcripture 
to this purpoſe. Forget it not; miſtake in not. Lay 
. hwy tr 4 
grace 0 bringeth vation, ha 
ed to all men, for their comfort in the 
love of God. But now mark. what follows, and to 
what farther end it hath appeared teaching us, 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
live 2 righteouſly,. and. godly in this preſent 
world. So the doctrine of ſ. ſalvation, by grace, cer- 
tainly teacheth, of itſelf, when it is. and 
well conſidered, and alſo by calling us to newnels of 


1 requiriag/ix of uni. . 


A } 


1. The grace of God. ſo teacheth us, of ith 
n the nature and reaſon of it. 


have told you, is his receivin 
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reach repentance to You, as well as mercy ; 
he ant of one, and the neceſſity of the other. The 
4 which came from his fide tpeaks forgiveneſs 3 


'S WW" mater Gays, cleanſe and purify your hearts, He. 
Wed what you ſhould, that you never might ; if 
” de not convinced by it of T 


nt. WWonceal the pains, he then endured, that we might 
7 how great they were, and he in pa in for our 
yes. Every pang he felt, every. wound that wag 
en him, has a tongue in it; and all he did, and 
| IS ws mn OR hs: ov Wee ſuifered, as 
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leſt a worſe thing come to the... 

And does not all ſcripture do fo too 7 If we could 
overlook the inſtruction which the grace of God, in 


the manner of our redemption, carries. in it, does not 
God himſelf teach us what uſe to make of it; in every 
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part of his word calling us to newnels of life, and ex- 
Preſsly requiring it of us? «© We thus judge,“ faith 
St. Paul, 2 Cor, v. i5. * that if Ghirift died for all, 
then were all dead,” 1. e. died in and with him. to 
the condemnation of fin, and as members of Chriſt's 
body ſuffered the puniſhment of it in him, ſo that it 
will never riſe up in ſole jent againſt them: But 
when they are teftored,. arid made alive by grace, 
_ 6bliged “ from. henceforth not to live unte them- 
ſelves,“ to their own will and pleaſure, in the dark- 
neſs of a worldly Hfe, in perf of worldly luſt— 
& but noto him which died for them“ —to his ſer- F 
vice, by his rule, after his example. And he fay— WM in. 
mark it wel“ He THEREFORE. died for all. bur 
Again, * if any man be in Chriſt, he is,” and mult WW me 
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be, ® a new creature,” v. 17. in the general aim, A 
reat parpoſe and ſertfed intention of ts heart fol- Len 
wing after holineſs, and Gale t6 Adern the doc cat 

trine of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in an unblemiſhed eve 

life and converſation. And again, te If we fin wil tot 
fully” —perfiſt in any kind of known 'fin— afteii fs 

that we have received the knowledge of the truti 194 

there remaineth no more ſacrifice for fiti, but a cer vor 

tzin fearful looking for of Jutiginert, and fiery indig god, 
nation, which ſhall devour the adverfaties,” Heb Sib! 

N. 26, 27. And „ it had been better for them,” I ve 

for alk—* not to have known the way of righteouſſ Dou. 

neſs, than after they have knew it, to turn from t == 
holy commandment delivered unto them, 2 Pet. i nb 
E 


21. To which St. Jchm pives 2 füll teftiinony 
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« if we ſay that we have fellowſhip with Mm, (Go 
1 ad alete dercn the darkneſs i — | 
« we lie, and do not the truth.“ And again, ii. 1. 
„My little children, theſe thihgs =concetning our 
cleanüüng in the blodd of Chriſt, and à glorious fel. 
ip with him —“ write I unto you, that ye ff 
dot.“ Let Chriſt ſpeak for himſelf, and for this 
at deſign of his religion: «© Not > bop that 
ith unto me, Lord, 1.ord” who profefieth to be- 
leve in me, and expects falvation by me ſhall en- 
ter into the kingdom'of heaven, but he that doth the 
wil of my Father, which is in heaven, Matt. vii. 21. 
Ineed not multiply paſſages of ſeripture to this pur - 
poſe. It never would have been written, if we hac 
not been in danger of eternal ſcpatation from God 
by fin. It is the vaiteſt book that ever was written, 
i we can be happy in him ſo long as we continue in 
fin, Its ſole aim is the death of fin. It terrifies, i 
kumbles, it condemns us for ſin: It cheers vs with a 
meſſage of forgiveneſs, and raiſes us again to the hope 
of metey: And all for this end; that we may con- 
demn ſin in ourſelves, and walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith we are called.” The whole, and 
every part of it, ſpeaks but one thing, and draws all 
to this point! Repent, and be converted, that your 
fs may be blotted out,” Acts if. 19. If then 
you ate reſolved hot to deny ungodhneſs and 
worldly Tufts, and to live ſoberly, rightecuſſy, and 
godly in this preſent world,“ do not difgrace the 
Bible by ptetending t6 believe it. Do not think you 
ire entitled to the merey of it; for it is al} againſt 
you; It teacheth you as certainly to be holy in heart 
and Hſe, as it does do look for pardon and favour from 
the hands of God; and if it does not make you id, 
gves you up to damnation. | yy | 
2. Zut I muſt farther obſerve, that the grace of 
God not only teacheth us this, in the manner I have 
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been ſhewing you, but alſo does it efeZually.. I mean, 
that it is excellently fitted. to work us to this end, 
wherever it is truly believed, and felt in the heart; 
What faid Zaccheus, when he heard that joyful ſound 
from the mouth of our Lord, «© Zaccheus, make 
haſte, and come down; for te-day I mult abide at 
thy houſe. Behold; „ ſays he, „ the half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken 
any thing from any man by falſe accuſation, J reſtore 
him four fold, Luke xix.. He who, in all probability, 
had before been guilty. of extortion. and injuſtice, in 
his. office of a 4 * found of a ſudden a ſtrange 
alteration within him, and declares at once that he 
was ready not only to make full reſtitution, but to a- 
bound in acts of charity and beneficence. See here 
a lively picture of a converted man, under the work- 
ings of a ſenſe of forgiveneſs, and of the power of je- 
ſus in changing the heart. "4 Tp 
We are miſerably enſſaved by fin, hard to be a- 
wakened to a ſenſe of it, and unwilling to break looſe 
from it. And when conſcience begins to ſtir within 
us, we have many ways of baffling it, and find we 
want ſome. more powerful argument than the light ob 
nature, or our own reaſon can afford us, to bring us 
to our duty, and keep us ſteadꝝ in it. But when e 
come to know the happy change that has been made 
In our condition, by the free grace of God in the par- 
don of our fins, we have that aſſiſtance. Here is 2 
powerful and ſweet call to the foul, to turn its will to 
God. If we can reſiſt the forceof ſuch mighty love, 
we muſt be utterly dead to all ſenſe of goodneſs, as well 
2s our own intereſt, and cannot have one ſpark of 
gratitude left in our hearts. Think what would be 
the inward workings. of a man toward one who had 
delivered him from racking pains in his body, 
from flavery in a loathſome dungeon, from a 5 — 
mr 4 
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death by the hands of the executioner. Would he 
not be all on fire to teſtiſy his love to him, carefully 
avoid all occaſions of diſpleaſing him, and think all he 
could do too little in return for ſo great a 8 Cal 
And why then cannot we be ſo affected towards God 
What has he not done for us? And why ſhould every 
ing work juſt the wrong way with us, when we are 
required to make ſome ſuitable returns to HIM ? It 
does not; it cannot. Behold,” faith St. John, 
« what. manner of love the Father hath beſtowed u- 
pon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God!“ 
Feel the force of this ſaying, as it came warm from 
the heart of the Apoſtle, and it will melt down your 
ſtubborn natures, When the. love of Ged in Chriſt 
6 truly believed, and gladly embraced by us, we can- 
not any longer continue in rebellion againſt him. 
When this light ſhünes into us, we ſhall ſay as Paul 
dd,“ Lord, what will thou have me to do?“ And 
be more afraid of diſpleaſing and 28 hea- 
renly Father by any ungrateful, undutiful behaviour, 
than of the greateſt miſchief that can befal us. f 
O Jeſus, we are loſt in ourſelves to a lively obe- 
dence, and luſt againſt God in our own wills. But 
he commendeth his love to us (indeed) in giving thee 
0 die for ſinners, Rom. v. 8, And if the love which 
pierced thy heart, more than the ſpear, does not work 
nightity to the kindling of it in dur s, thou knoweſt 
e do not: believe it. eee e 
But when I ſay that the kable grace and 
nercy of God in our deliverance by Chriſt, is of ſuch 
cen * teaching us to unpodlineſs and wor 
ts,” and — — heart, I do not — 0 
at it does, or can do this, without further inſtruction 
d continual help from above. God deals with us 
reaſonable ereatures, and plies us with all forts of 
guments to work upon our underſtandings and af- 
«tons ; and the motive we are {peaking df, is of all 
wers eee for that pace But = 
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faithful to him in obedience, but hy the conſtant, a. 


170 do mortify the deals of the body,“ Rom. vii. 


obedience of Chriſt.” So that though ( the cane 0 


the nature of the duties enjoined us. Thus fron 


eo bo we Hank the drunkenneſs a 
e t 
keen Tate T1 — prac 
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is our weakneſs, under the fall, that neither this, nor 
any other, will be ſufficient of itſelf for qur growth and 
eſtabliſhment in holineſs. * As no man can fay that 
Jeſus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt,” 1 Cor. 
12, 3, ſo as to believe in him, and cloſe with the 
Raa which comes by him; ſo no man can continue 
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operation of the ſame Spirit. This our Lord 
plainly gives us to underſtand, when, he direQts us to 
pray for the Holy Spirit, as God's beſt gift. Luke 
A. 13. And hen 8 Faul fays, if ye through the 


his meaning is, that there is na other 133 
ying them, ang <* captivating every 
our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt bringeth ſal vation, and the 
th of G Apeaks it to the heart far beyond . 
ing elſe can do, yet the will and the deed, the power 
to convert 4X gt new creatures, © to live ber 
PR righteouſſy, and godly in this--prefent world, i: 
rough the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt. The Lore 
ſettle yon ip this excellent ſummary of Chriſti 
knowledge and belief, and make it your contin 
prayer. 2 Cor. Xu. 14. 
'The Spirit of God in the word, teaches us dl 
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thence we know that to live /aberly, is to abſlam fron 
all exceſs in eating and 2 and to keep our bo 


gies in temperar This is our duty te 
ourſelves, Our duty to. our neighbour, is to by 
righteouſly ; giving to Il their due, hurting none, op 
Nen none, det, none of what they have 
kt to in juſtice, e or charity, and doing to a 

ers what in like es we might reaſor 


ably expect from This: Sadler than moſt we 
=; Ls me: fan cava morality, ; and if v 
che rules of chaſtity, au 
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almoſt all — en > and what ad auge 
nade by lying and over- reaching, we may well ſay * 
3 ＋ chat « the world lieth in wickedneſs,” 1 Epiſt. 
9 The ſtate of it is a flat contradiction to 
budkef the wert a foul diſgrace to the religion 
ume of Chriſtians, a moſt melancholy and eng 
proſpet. And when God ſends his 1 
julgments upon the earth, we need not be far to ſeek 
fr the cauſe of them. But if we were char e 
no deſect in theſe two branches of our if we 
ere temperate, ſober, and chaſte; if we were kind and 
iritly upright in all our dealings, ſtill we have only 
become the honeſt Pagan. Where is the Chriſtian, 
ay man? The man whoſe heart is turned to 
of who makes him his-choice and portion, keeps 
wp 2 conſtant correſpondence and communion wit! 
im in public and te, worſhips him in ſpixit 
n truth, ves under his eye, reſigns himſelf to his 
providence, hopes bath longs to-enjoy him, and what- 
wer he does in religion, or the world, does 3 it not for 
be fate of convenience and reputation, or 0 8 
mura prudence, but as unto the Lord.“ 
0 the depth and ſweetnefs of true converſion! 
What blindneſs do we live in! What happineſs do 
ve loſe, by not entering into the true ſpirit of our re- 
ligion, not treading in the ſteps of the 1. Jeſs, 
dot waking it our meat, our ſtedfaſt aim, ſu Pre 
delight, to do the wilt of God, in the love of God 
lndeed, my dear friends, if Chriſt came into the 
world to deliver us from e 
to create in us new) hearts and new ſpirits, and 4 
Jun our wille and-defires to the God t 


4 the * 2 are an! Tor i 
_ have v0 
—— * know Aden religion. as this 
they lie in che eſs of a form at 
te beſt ; and if they can make u e ſhift to live 
kberly and juſtly, and ſatisfy their conſtiences With 
e. 4 


0 tt. A 


< 40 tt. St ts... Mt a 
Vo * * * 
* 


—_ 


- - _ - 


. _ * * — 2 » ® * 
C 4 AX — 9 — 3 * . 
- — >4 < — 9 7 — bs : * 
: a : > ag — . <p Ss : 
——ñ = e r "Pu. Fs 
N — — 2 ꝶ 1 1 — Ws. 
rr L y 8 ; 4 
| m5, | — = * — 5 
- ba ww —_ * ? 
4 * l 1 * 7 \ - _ 
. g ; hy | * ; , * — e 
0 4 Rr 


lay to their charge, they think it as eaſy to 


. denen we are upon a falſe foundation in all reſpech 
of the duties we owe to ourſelves, or — a 
us to no reward. Sobriety r 


: be « renewed in deer and 
unto God his due, 9 FR" ourſelves to Him. 


7 1 . | 1.4% 5 . 8 
8 wen  Þ . A 28. N27 12 | 8 ww, R "I - > 42 IEL8 . 
Qhink th may ſleep ſecurely, and go to their 


in peace. If men, like themſelves, have 9 | 


theniſclves to God. Or rather they never thunk-of 


- theſe things, unleſs it be to reſolve that yodlineſs ſhall 


never break their rell. | 
And yet, if Chriſt has not brought us ne tber lo h 
Fata of the firſt, aud great command, of ig 
od. with all our minds, ſouls, and ſtrength, what u 
E of our _ from 
is our great ſin; and godlineſs properly confiſta in 
their being recovered tochim; in acquainting ourſelves 
with him, valuing his peace, and ſetting him always 
before us. Let us keep an eye to.this: ſacred, ail 


moſt neceſſary part of our religion. If we fail ber 
we are wege eue and unbelieving, as J {aid-before, 8 


1 We may be good Ne in > lag foberly, aul 

Wo ep. ae: Diino Hong en 
} Wi e We cc 5 -Þ 1 
141M laſts V 
WF! --, worldly eaſe and p .z-while we do not hate; 
| a Ts hp cars them 3 ie will of God, as they am 
1 leafing to Him, and: che death of our ſouls, In ti 


We want our beſt ſecurity. for the ſteady performaigg 
whatever we do, without regard to, God, will enü 


and yield us true comfort, when hey ſpring from f 

root of godlineſs. But wichous this, they will ford 
8 our natures, neither pl 

1 to ourſelves, nor — >< to God. 

ADS Boy obs the peace of Gail 

rule in hearts, at em, "i 

20K . 7. Col. iii. 5. . 5-3n.All good anderm all el 

KS TEL Sao, we , we ſhall-not only 

careful to avoid in good marks, uY 
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